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A TRUE TEST OF FAITH IN THE COMMON DEFENSE: U. S. POLICIES TOWARD TURKEY " [Turkey] has always been important for its geography -here at the meeting place of Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. Now Turkey has assumed even greater historical importance, because of your character as a nation. Turkey is a strong, secular democracy, a majority Muslim society, and a close ally of free nations.... Your success is vital to a future of progress and peace in Europe and in the broader Middle East -and the Republic of Turkey can depend on the support and friendship of the United States." -President George W. Bush 1 At a time when the world is asking whether the religions can get along, there is no clearer example of the possibilities the future holds than the relationships that currently exist between the United States and Turkey.
2 Though this paper is not a religious exposition, it will examine United States security policies toward Turkey, stepping through the National Security Strategy, National Military Strategy, the European Command regional assessment, and the nuances U.S.
policy plays at the heart of the relationships between these nations.
The United States has long maintained several core (though competing) interests in the Middle East, including the stability of world oil markets and uninterrupted flow of petroleum from the region, the manifest importance of Israeli security, and support for moderate Arab regimes.
3
Given several speeches, public remarks, testimony before Congress and contributions to the media by this administration, this paper will further examine the security issues in the Middle
East and the genesis of current U.S. policies towards Turkey. Examples of why current US policies are not truly effective will also be examined with recommendations offered as to short and long-term solutions.
Background
Good morning. Today, I can report to you that we are making good progress in advancing the cause of freedom, defeating the forces of terror…As I speak, Laura is in the Middle East to help advance the freedom agenda; and her message is a powerful one --that by working together for liberty, we will create a future of peace and opportunity for women and men worldwide. American security. 5 Consisting of lands that stretch from the Mahgreb to the waters of the Persian Gulf, Morocco to Afghanistan, the Middle East region encompasses enormous wealth and tragic poverty, political tyranny and religious extremism, strong security partners and ruthless terrorist networks, and perhaps represents the greatest and most immediate threat to American security. 6 The Middle East is an economically diverse region that includes both the oil-rich economies in the Gulf and countries that are resource-scarce in relation to population, such as Egypt, Morocco, and Yemen. capabilities-based approach to force design and planning that focuses less on specific adversary or where a conflict might occur and more on how an adversary might fight. The force must be sized to defend the U.S. homeland while continuing to operate in and from four forward regions. These forward regions must deter aggression and coercion and set conditions for future operations, retaining the capability to swiftly defeat adversaries and win decisively. 22 The combatant commanders must consider the effect of their current posture and operate within a baseline security posture that includes the War on Terror. 23 The Middle East spans two regional commands, U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) and The current Bush Administration uses its aim of making the world "not just safer but better," to justify its policy. The path to progress towards a better world is identified in the 2002 NSS as, "political and economic freedom, peaceful relations with other states, and respect for human dignity." 28 The Middle East has proven to be the one of most difficult of regions for achieving progress, because of its immense cost (both financially and politically) and the risks of increased anti-Americanism and regional instability, yet continued engagement in Turkey and
U.S. European Command (EUCOM). Security issues in the Middle
Israel remains crucial with respect to eliminating threats to the US national interests. 29 Turkey represents a great indicator as to the U.S. successes and failures in implementing its policies in the Middle East, since it is the only modern secular democracy in the Islamic world and represents the potential for the merging democratic and Muslim values. 30 Previous U.S. supplied equipment to intervene in Cyprus. 44 The letter was an indication that a new phase in U.S.-Turkey relations was to come. The U.S. arms embargo of Turkey and suspension of U.S.
military aid lasted three years and the Turkish retaliation was to close all American military installations on its territory, resulting in the loss of early warning radar and intelligence directed towards the Soviet Union. As a means for reducing its reliance on the U.S., Turkey sought improved relations with the Soviet Union and its two main strategic priorities focused on diversifying its source of arms import and improving its development of a domestic arms industry. 45 In 1980, the U.S. and Turkey signed a Defense and Economic Cooperation Agreement to enhance economic, defense and related scientific and technological cooperation, preserving U.S. utilization of military facilities in Turkey. 46 Israel, and the need to work together against terrorism. 49 Even though the U.S. and Turkey share these common national interests (democracy in the Middle East, Arab-Israeli peace and a fight against terrorism), Turkey has become an independent actor.
Turkey continues to look for ways to maintain its national integrity, grappling with issues such as Turkish Cypriots (EU acceptance is contingent upon its resolution) and Iraqi Kurds, which threaten internal stability and identity. Though it continues to reap the benefit of U.S.
military aid, Turkey is exploring diversified economic support, working towards improvement that will lead to its accession to the European Union, negotiating a gas-pipeline deal with Russia (Russia being Turkey's second largest trading partner with exchanges worth near $10B) 50 , and warming relations with Syria and Iran, neighbors who share a common concern over the Iraqi Kurdish population. The financial assistance the U.S. provides to Turkey seems to be the mainstay of Turkish relations with the U.S. As previously suggested, U.S. support for Turkey's accession to the EU remains extremely important to Turkey, however, there are limits to how much money matters. 51 
Money Matters
As part of the continued cooperative effort to further Turkish economic and military selfreliance, the United States has, as of October 2004, loaned and granted Turkey more than $4 billion in economic aid and more than $14 billion in military assistance. 52 The United States is Turkey's third-largest export market. Even so, Turkey remains economically vulnerable, experiencing a decline in its economy in 2001 that was its worst in over half a century. Turkey's gross domestic product (GDP) fell by 7.4%, while inflation rose to 68.5%, and the Turkish currency, the lira, lost 60% of its value. GDP per capita dropped from about $2,900 to $2,100. activity in Iraq "genocide," increasing Turkish public disdain for the U.S. and fueling an antiAmerican movement. 57 Alternately, in recent decades, Turkey has had a problematic human rights record and contrary to the U.S.' stated policy of advocating human rights; the U.S.
continues to push for Turkey's EU membership, though Turkey has yet to meet EU human rights standards. 58 The most recent U.S. State Department reports indicate several remaining problem areas. For example, four provinces, where many abuses occur, remain under state of emergency decrees which give authoritarian powers to governors, the reports describing extrajudicial killings (such as deaths due to excessive use of force and torture, widespread use of torture, and beatings). 59 The U.S. has appeared hypocritical in its cause towards human dignity and the promotion of democracy by not speaking out and has suffered yet again, loss of credibility within the Middle East community. Continued economic instability, lack of Turkish support for US OIF objectives, and reports of human rights violations have been at significant cost to the U.S., not only financially but in the increased anti-American sentiment generated within the region. The Iraq War also heightened concerns in Turkey that its own Kurdish population would reinvigorate efforts for an independent homeland, adding a destabilizing and the Middle East and is considered to be about 5,000 members strong. 62 Currently located in northern Iraq, the PKK poses a threat to Turkey not only for its terrorist activities but also due to its potential in defining an internationally accepted and independent "Kurdistan" state. Kurds from south-east Turkey, eastern Syria, northern Iraq, and western Iran could lay claim to an area that encompasses 6% of the world's oil reserves. 63 A previous Turkish Kurd rebellion shattered Turkey's economy and cost over 35,000 lives, including 5,000 soldiers. 64 Prime
Minister Erdogan has indicated that Turkey's patience was running out over U.S. reluctance to take military action against Turkish Kurds hiding in northern Iraq. 65 The U.S. has had to come in direct conflict with Turkey, when it arrested eleven Turkish Special Forces soldiers operating in northern Iraq. As the U.S. tries to assist in the development of a self-governing Iraq, it has had to take a position against Turkish intervention, which it had once turned a blind eye towards in the past. The U.S. has also made covert contact with the PKK, in an attempt to disarm the group and steer it towards peace. It would appear that in preventing Turkey from moving against entrenched PKK elements in northern Iraq, the U.S. may be pushing Turkey closer to Iran and Syria. 66 This should not necessarily be feared, however, for it is in Turkey's national interest to have relations and thereby influence with its neighbors.
The common ground for the U.S. and Turkey, however, is democracy. Democracy, doesn't come in a day, but must be cultivated over time. Turkey has paved the way for the world by its ability to move forward as a secular democracy. Its willingness to find a peaceful relationship with Israel also provides faith that there can be a resolution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. Strengthening diplomatic ties with Turkey while recognizing it as an equal, with "a legitimate right and even duty to make democratic decisions such as choosing not to join the U.S. war effort against Iraq," will assist Turkey in its internal metamorphosis as it exercises its democratic right to seek alliance with the European Union. 67 As it works to build a democratic framework for Iraq, the U.S. must utilize improved diplomatic efforts, relying less on its military might and more on its allies in the region to promote the interests of the Middle East. 
